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T O O L K I T 
In 2024, red-light-running crashes killed more than 

1,100 people and injured more than 141,000 others.    

 
Use the hashtags: 

#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

to expand our reach and save lives 
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HOW TO PROMOTE STOP ON RED WEEK 
Want to make real impact during Stop on Red Week 2026?  

Here are simple but powerful ways to raise awareness and drive change in your city or town: 
                
 

Share the News — Literally 
Help your community understand the importance of 
this life-saving campaign by issuing a local news 
release. Spread the word about Stop on Red Week 
2026 by sending a local press release. Highlight the 
impact of red-light safety cameras and remind your 
community: stopping on red saves lives. Use our 
ready-to-go press release template (see Page 6) 

Turn Data into Action 
 
Real numbers make a real impact. Share meaningful local 
data to show your community why stopping on red isn’t 
just a suggestion — it’s essential: 

 Post red-light crash stats, injury rates, and violation 
trends to your social media, website, or neighborhood 
boards. 

 Use infographics and short videos to make the 
information visual and shareable. 

 Tag your local government, law enforcement 
agencies, traffic safety partners, trauma centers, 
school districts, community organizations, and 
local news outlets to extend your reach. 

When your community sees the truth behind the traffic 
signal, they’ll be more likely to stop and to share the 
message with others. 

 
Television/Radio Interviews 

Coordinate with a local television or news radio station to 
have a segment on intersection safety. You can: 

 Encourage stations to promote Stop on Red Week 
with stories featuring live broadcasts from 
intersections with high crash rates or red-light safety 
cameras. 

 Provide statistics showing the reductions in 
violations, crashes, and injuries as the result of road 
safety programs (contact local law enforcement and 
www.iihs.org to obtain data). 

 Encourage journalists to ride along with police 
officers as they make traffic stops or work an 
intersection crash (if permitted in your area). 

 

 

 

 

Submit Story Ideas for Print or TV 

Submit a compelling story idea to your local newspaper, TV 
station, or online news outlet. 

📌📌 Pro Tip: Tailor your message with local stats or a 
personal story, and send it to: 

• Local newspapers and community newsletters 
(print and online) 

• Local safety groups for publication in employee 
newsletters or safety programs 

• Internal employee newsletters/updates 

• Journalists, and encourage them to ride along 
with police officers as they make traffic stops 
or work an intersection crash (if permitted in 
your area). 

• Local intersection safety advocates and 
encourage them to write letters to the editor in 
support of intersection safety, so your 
community understands that red-light runners 
can cause devastating and life-altering crashes. 

 
Sample Pitch 

Subject:  
Help Us Save Lives During Stop on Red Week 
 
Red-light running kills. In 2024, red-light-running crashes 
killed more than 1,100 people and injured more than 
141,000 others. 

This week is National Stop on Red Week 2026, and 
we are raising awareness to help prevent the 
devastating and preventable tragedies caused by 
red-light running. 
 
We would love your help sharing this life-saving 
message. Are you open to covering the campaign or 
highlighting local safety efforts? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Thank you, 
[Name] 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE TEMPLATE 
This template is designed to help you raise awareness for Stop on Red Week 2026. To make the greatest impact, we 

encourage you to personalize it with your unique voice, experiences, or local data. Adding a personal touch brings the message 
to life and strengthens your connection with the community. 

 
Reminder: Please submit your letter to the editor or op-ed for publication during  

National Stop on Red Week, August 2-8, 2026. 
 
[City/Town] Observes National Stop on Red Week, 
 
August 2-8, 2026 
 
This August 2-8, [City/Town] is proudly participating in National Stop on Red Week 2026, a nationwide campaign dedicated to 
saving lives by raising awareness about the dangers of red-light running. 
 
Red-light safety cameras are part of our broader mission to protect everyone on the road — drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians 
alike. Launched by the Federal Highway Administration, Stop on Red Week serves as a powerful reminder that safe choices 
behind the wheel can prevent real tragedies. 
 
Here’s why this matters: 
 
• In 2024, red-light-running crashes killed more than 1,100 people. 
• That same year, over 141,000 people were injured in these preventable collisions. 
• Nearly half of those killed were not the violators. They were pedestrians, cyclists, and other innocent road users. 
• The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety reports that urban red-light crashes are among the most likely to cause injuries. 

In a 2024 national telephone survey conducted by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 80% of drivers said it is very or 
extremely dangerous to drive through a red light, but 27% reported doing so in the past 30 days.  

 
That is why [City/Organization] is urging drivers to make one simple commitment that can save lives: Always Stop on Red. 
 
Together, we can make our streets safer, one stop at a time. Safety is the responsibility of every driver, all the time, not just 
during Stop on Red Week. Intersection safety is an extremely important aspect of road safety in our community.  
 
[Insert local traffic and/or program statistics where available.]  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR TEMPLATE 
 

Use this template to share the message of Stop on Red Week 2026 with your local community.  
 

To make it more impactful, we encourage you to personalize it with your own stories, insights, or local data. When  
choosing where to submit, target publications that have recently covered traffic safety or serve communities most 

 affected by red-light running. A well-placed letter can spark meaningful change where it matters most. 
 

Timing matters: Please aim to publish your letter during National Stop on Red Week, August 2-8, 2026. 
 

 
Subject: Op-Ed Submission for National Stop on Red Week 2026  

Dear [Editor’s Name], 

I am reaching out in support of National Stop on Red Week (August 2-8, 2026), a critical time to spotlight the                 
dangers of red-light running, to advocate for safer streets in our community. 
 
I have written an op-ed (attached) that shares updated statistics, a personal perspective, and a clear call to action to help 
prevent one of the most devastating, yet entirely preventable, causes of urban crashes: red-light running. In 2024 alone, 
red-light running killed more than 1,100 people and injured more than 141,000. Nearly half of those killed were not the 
drivers who ran the red light, but innocent passengers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and occupants of other vehicles.  
 
[WITH STATISTICS]: 
According to a January 2026 New York City Department of Transportation press release, the City's 30-year red-light camera 
program has reduced red-light-running violations by 73% at camera-enforced intersections, decreased right-angle  
("T-bone") crashes by 65%, and reduced rear-end collisions by 49%. The release also noted the program has also proven to 
change driver behavior and prevent repeat offenders. In 2023, 94% of vehicles cited for running a red light received no  
more than one or two violations. Fewer than 0.5 percent of vehicles received five or more violations. 
 
[ALL]: 
National Stop on Red Week serves as an important reminder of the dangers in intersections and the importance of  
stopping on red. Preventing these crashes is in each driver’s control. Together, we can protect our community, families,  
and children by ALWAYS STOPPING ON RED. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. If you are interested in publishing this op-ed or would like any additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me. I would be happy to assist. 

Warm regards, 
[Your Name] 
[Your Title/Organization, if applicable]  
[Contact Information] 

Regards, 
[Elected Official/Police Chief (multiple names encouraged)] 
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PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE 
These templates are here to jumpstart your message for Stop on Red Week,  

but the real impact comes from your unique voice.  
Add your local data, personal stories, or community experiences to make the message truly resonate.  

Your insight is what transforms these words into something powerful and unforgettable. 
 
 

 
STOP ON RED WEEK 2026 
[Logo] 

 
Contact: 
[Name, Title] 
[Name of City, State] 
[Phone, Email address] 

 
[City/Organization] Joins Nationwide Call to Action for National Stop on Red Week 

Communities Unite August 2-8, 2026, to End Deadly Red-Light Running 
 
 

[City, State] [Insert Date] This August, [City/Organization] is standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
communities and organizations across the nation to spotlight a dangerous and preventable threat on our 
roads: red-light running. As part of National Stop on Red Week (August 2-8, 2026), we are urging drivers to 
rethink risky behavior behind the wheel and commit to saving lives by simply stopping on red. 

“Every year, families are devastated by crashes that could have been avoided with one simple act - stopping at 
a red light,” said [Name, Title]. “We're proud to partner with the National Coalition for Safer Roads (NCSR) to 
raise awareness and help change driver behavior through education and innovation.” 

Founded by the Federal Highway Administration, Stop on Red Week has a mission to reduce the injuries and 
fatalities caused by red-light running. In 2024 alone, more than 1,100 people died and over 141,000 people were 
injured in these tragic, preventable crashes - nearly half of them were not the driver, but rather the innocent 
pedestrians, cyclists, and passengers. 
 
“National Stop on Red Week is more than a campaign, it’s a call to action,” said Melissa Wandall, President of NCSR.  
“Every time we approach an intersection, we have an opportunity to make a choice that can protect lives and prevent 
serious injuries. Stopping at a red light may seem like a small decision, but its impacts are far-reaching. Every safe  
stop helps ensure that a parent, a child, a friend, a colleague, or a neighbor makes it home safely. Real progress  
happens when we all embrace our role in creating safer roads by inspiring better choices and raising awareness to  
make every intersection a safer place. By choosing to stop today, we help protect tomorrow and move close to a  
future where every journey ends safely.” 

Expand our reach. Save lives. Share the message: 
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 
Protect one another by pledging to obey traffic signals and put an end to reckless red-light running. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA POST TEMPLATES 
 

These templates are created to help you communicate about Stop on Red Week.  
As always, your personal perspective and stories provide additional depth.  

We encourage you to add to this language to customize it for your use. 

 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 

 National Stop on Red Week begins tomorrow! 
We’ve partnered with Verra Mobility, and together, our 
mission is to prevent traffic fatalities and create safer 
streets. Hear the stories. Learn the facts. See what’s at 
stake. Spread the message. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

National Stop on Red Week begins 
tomorrow! We’ve partnered with Verra Mobility, and 
together, our mission is to prevent traffic fatalities and 
create safer streets. Hear the stories. Learn the 
facts. See what’s at stake. Spread the message. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 

 

 
 SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 

 National Stop on Red Week kicks off today  
and runs through August 8. Every trip through an  
intersection presents a choice. Choose to stop.  
Choose safety. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 

 National Stop on Red Week, August 2-8, 
reminds us that every time a driver approaches an 
intersection, they have a choice. Red-light running is 
preventable, and every safe decision helps protect  
those who share the road. 
 
#StopOnRed2026  
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
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SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 3 
 

This National Stop on Red Week, we’re proud to 
partner with Verra Mobility to remind drivers that one 
decision behind the wheel can change lives forever. 
Choosing to stop at a red light is a simple action that 
helps keep our roads and communities safe. 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 
AND 
 

Success isn’t measured by citations issued.  
It’s measured by lives saved. 
 #StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

 

 This National Stop on Red Week, we're 
proud to join Verra Mobility in reminding drivers that 
one decision behind the wheel can change lives forever. 

This year's theme, Stop Today. Protect Tomorrow., is  
inspired by survivors like Julie Nicholson, who endured  
being struck by a speeding red-light-runner while  
jogging in Golden Gate Park, and Jefohn Jefferson,  
whose father was killed by a reckless driver when he  
was just five years old. 
 
Their stories remind us that behind every statistic is a 
person, a family, and a future forever changed. 
 
Together, we can create safer intersections by making 
responsible choices every time we get behind the 
wheel. One safe stop can prevent tragedy, protect lives, 
and strengthen our communities. 
WATCH HERE: 
 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
 

 Red-light-running fatalities have increased by 
nearly 60% over the past decade, according to the IIHS. 
Slow down. Stay alert. Stop on Red.  
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 
 

Red-light running is moving in the  
wrong direction.  
 
According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
(IIHS), red-light-running fatalities have increased by 
nearly 60% over the past decade. That's a sobering 
reminder that every decision behind the wheel matters. 
 
Slow down. Stay alert. Stop on Red. Simple actions that 
can prevent crashes, protect lives, and make our roads 
safer for everyone.  
 
Together, we can reverse this trend, one safe stop at a 
time. 
 
#StopOnRed2026  
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

 
 
 
 

 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

Stop Today. Protect Tomorrow. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 

  In 2024, more than 1,100 people were killed 
and over 141,000 were injured in red-light-running 
crashes. 
 
That's an average of 3 people killed and 386 people 
injured. 
 
Every. Single. Day. #StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 Every red light is an opportunity to make 
a life-saving choice. In 2024, more than 1,100 
people were killed and over 141,000 were injured in 
red-light-running crashes.  

That's an average of 3 people killed and 386 people 
injured. 
 
Every. Single. Day.  

These statistics include our parents, children, siblings, 
friends, neighbors, and coworkers whose lives were 
forever changed by preventable crashes. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

  
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 
 

  Red-light safety cameras reduce fatal red-light 
running crash rates by 21% in large cities.  
 
Communities that removed them experienced a  
30% increase in fatal red-light-running crashes.  
 
We're proud to support efforts to make intersections 
safer. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 

  Creating safer intersections requires a 
shared commitment. 
 
Communities across the country are combining  
education, engineering improvements, and automated 
enforcement to help reduce dangerous driving and  
improve roadway safety. 
 
Research shows that red-light safety cameras reduce  
fatal red-light-running crash rates by 21% in large cities, 
while communities that removed cameras experienced  
a 30% increase in fatal red-light-running crash rates. 
 
This National Stop on Red Week, we're proud to  
support communities working to make intersections  
safer. Together, we can help prevent crashes, protect  
lives, and create a culture where every driver chooses  
to Stop on Red. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

 

O 
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SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 

 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 

 

 When Jefohn was five years old, a reckless driver 
killed his father. One careless decision stole a 
lifetime of memories, milestones, and moments that 
can never be replaced.  
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 
WATCH Jefohn’s story here.  
 
 
 

  When Jefohn was five years old, a reckless 
driver killed his father. One careless decision stole a 
lifetime of memories, milestones, and moments that 
can never be replaced. 
 
This National Stop on Red Week, we're privileged to 
share stories like Jefohn's because they remind us that 
the impact of a traffic crash doesn't end when 
emergency responders leave the scene. 
 
Its effects ripple through families, friends, and entire 
communities for years, and often for a lifetime. 
 
WATCH Jefohn’s story here. 
  
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 

 

 Red-light running crashes are more than statistics.  
 
Behind every number is a life cut short, a family forever 
changed, and moments that will never be shared. 
 
#StopOnRed2026 
#StopTodayProtectTomorrow 

 

  Red-light running tragedies are more than 
statistics.  
 
Behind every number is a life cut short, a family forever 
changed, and moments that will never be shared. 
 
This National Stop on Red Week, we honor those  
whose lives have been impacted by these preventable  
acts of red-light running and encourage every driver  
to make safe choices at intersections. 
 
Remember, a safe stop today could protect someone's 
tomorrow.  
 
#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 

   
 
AND 

 
While jogging in Golden Gate Park, Julie Nicholson was 
struck by a speeding driver who ran a red light. She 
suffered a broken neck and back but turned her 
experience into a mission to make our roads safer. 

Watch Julie’s powerful story, then join us in making a 
difference. Advocacy doesn’t end with National Stop on 
Red Week. Help us raise awareness and promote safer 
driving all year long. Share this video, download our 
free Toolkit, and be part of the movement to create 
safer streets for everyone. 

#StopOnRed2026 #StopTodayProtectTomorrow 
 
WATCH Julie’s story here. 
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10 REASONS TO  
STOP TODAY. PROTECT TOMORROW. 

 

1. Red-light running is 100% preventable. Just STOP ON RED. 

2. In 2024, more than 1,100 people were killed and over 141,000 were injured in red-light running crashes. 

3. That’s an average of 3 people killed and 386 people injured. Every. Single. Day. 

4. About half of those killed in red-light-running crashes weren't the violators who ran the red light,  
they were passengers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and occupants of other vehicles.  

5. Red-light safety cameras reduce fatal red-light-running crash rates by 21% in large cities.  

6. Communities that removed red-light safety cameras experienced a 30% increase in fatal red-light-running 
crash rates. 

7. When surveyed by the AAA Foundation in 2024, 80% of drivers said running a red light is very or extremely 
dangerous, yet 27% admitted they had run a red light in the previous 30 days. 

8. According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), red-light-running fatalities have increased by 
nearly 60% over the past decade. That's a sobering reminder that every decision behind the wheel matters. 

9. A red light lasts only moments. The consequences of running one can last a lifetime.  

10. You never know who's on the other side of the light. It could be someone you love. Your decision  
to stop, or not, affects everyone on the road. 

 
View more information on red-light running from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety here. 
View more information on State Traffic Safety Information from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration here. 
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     FLYERS TO SHARE WITH YOUR COMMUNITY 
 

     
 

                                                              Click images to download flyers 
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